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But this is not all. The Cynic sets up the
standard of revolt against all social pressure, as
trenching upon the native liberty of man: but, in
the strange weakness of this merely negative atti-
tude, the Cynic is found to have his own raison
d'etre just in that very society against which he
protests, and without antagonism to which his own life
would be empty and meaningless. His independence
is an inverted dependence; his pride and contempt for
others are in essence one with the servility that hunts
for their suffrages. "I see your vanity," said
Socrates to Antisthenes, " through the holes in your
coat." The Cynics are a crucial example and illus-
tration of the law that men inspired by a one-sided
theory and carrying it out unflinchingly to all its
consequences, end in becoming a living demonstration
of its absurdity. They supply, as it were, the corpus
vile on which the experiment is made that exhibits
the impossibility of an emancipation that ' is merely
negative. They seek to make men free by breaking
the ties that bind them to their fellowmen, to the
objects of their desires, and to everything that is
not themselves. But with every tie they break,
with every relation they repudiate, their own life
becomes poorer. In rejecting what seems to them
the bondage of the State, they give up all the intel-
lectual and moral discipline, all the culture and
refinement of manners, all the opportunity for the